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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 7428 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, CB, TH 

SUBJECT: CAMBODIAN REFUGEES IN THAILAND 
REF: STATE 93080 

EMBASSY OFFICIAL DISCUSSED WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL 
THE POSSIBILITY OF ALLOWING KHMER REFUGEES WHO WOULD RETURN TO 
CAMBODIA IF CONDITIONS PERMIT TO REMAIN IN THAILAND PENDING 
CLARIFICATION OF THE SITUATION IN CAMBODIA. FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL STATED THAT THIS WOULD BE CONTRARY TO AMERICAN PLEDGE 
TO MOVE PERSONS EVACUATED BY THE USG FROM CAMBODIA OUT OF 
THAILAND WITHIN EARLIEST TIME POSSIBLE, AND WOULD REQUIRE A HIGH 
LEVEL POLICY DECISON. HE SAID HE WOULD RAISE THE MATTER WITHIN 
HIS GOVERNMENT AND BE BACK IN TOUCH EARLY NEXT WEEK, BUT GAVE 
NO HOPE FOR PERMITTING KHMER REFUGEES EVACUATED BY THE US TO 
REMAIN BEYOND THE STIPULATED PERIOD. EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW UP 
ON THIS MATTER. 
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